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To  tile  Chairman  and  Members  of  trie  Turton  District  Council, 

Clentlemen, 

I  have  tiie  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  usual  Annual 
Report  of  tiie  sickness  and  mortality  together  with  tiie  record 
of  sanitary  work  performed  in  tiie  Urban  Sanitary  District  of 
Turton  during  the  year  1898.  On  October  1st  certain  out  si  do 
districts  were  added  to  your  district  which  were  constituted 
separate  Wards  of  tue  district,  vis.,  Belmont,  Harwood,  -orth, 
tne  original  Urban  Sanitary  District  becoming  the  Turton  Ward. 
Consequently  this  Report  deals  only  with  the  Turton  T7ard  for  the 
whole  year  and  with  the  other  three  wards  in  respect  of  the 
months  October,  l  ovenber  ancl  j  ece; -her. 

Tiie  following  tabulations  will  show  you  at  a  glance 
the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  as  based  upon  the 
mortality  and  s:i  chness  returns,  A c. : - 


Turbo  Ward. 

1898 

.  RaV'  '-ner 

1897 

Rate  per 

Average 

1, 

000  of 

000  of 

Rate  for 

population. 

population 

past  5 

Deaths  from  all 

years. 

causes 

84 

11.8 

96 

15.  5 

14.12 

From  Phthisis 

8 

1.1 

7 

0.97 

1.01 

From  Bronchitis 

Pneumonia,  he. 

18 

2.5 

22 

CO 

o 

• 

fcQ 

5.16 

From  Zymotic 

diseases 

2 

C.  28 

2 

0.  28 

0.86 

Births 

171 

24.  08 

148 

80.  7 

25.1 

Deaths 

per  1,000  births 

per  1, 

000  birtns 

Under  1  year 

84 

140.  5 

15 

101.  5 

154.  9 

Under  5  years 

87 

Tiie  special  features  of  interest  and  sanitary  value  in  the 
foregoing  table  are:  tne  continued  low  deatu  rate  and  Zymotic 
rate  and  tie  favourable  Phthisis  mortality.  The  infant  mortality 
is  somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  year  but  is  still  very  much 
below  the  ave:  ole  country.  The  increased  mortality 

amongst  infants  is  not  due  to  diseases  over  which  we  can  exercise 
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aaay  direct/  control,  the  diseases  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and 
other  lung  affections  saov/ing  a  larger  number  of  doatiis  this  year 

over  the  previous  year. 

Tne  following  st&tenont  relates  to  the  wards: - 


Births. 

Rate. 

Doatiis. 

Rato. 

7i5aio tic  Rate 

Harwood 

14 

6.6 

7 

r>.  i 

nil 

Belmont 

5 

6.3 

5 

5.2 

6.1 

Bdgworth 

16 

6.3 

5 

3.  06 

nil 

■  As  those  figures  only  cover  a  period  of  three  months, 
October,  November  and  December,  critic! ca  wg  ffcum  will  afford  no 
useful  Information  in  respect  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
districts  to  vruiou  they  relate. 

Toe  following  specification  gives  the  notified  diseases 
during  tiio  year  in  reject  of  Turton,  and  during  t  io  last  tiree 
aontos  of  the  year  in  respect  to  the  other  portions  of  tho 


district. 

Scarlatina 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Enteric  Fever 


Turton. 

i  ':,mo  nt. 

Edgwrorth. 

Harwood* 

9 

3 

1 

9 

3 

1 

6 

2 

The  cases  of  Scarlatina,  in  Turton  have  occurred  at  various 
periods  during  the  year  and  have  boon  distributed  over  the  whole 
area  in  a  sporadic  fora  and  not  in  the  least  in  the  nature  of  an 
epidontioj  whilst  at  Belmont  this  disease  and  Diphtheria  haV £ 
assiried  the  ope&omic  fom  during  tiio  past  two  years;  the 
continuance  and  the  spread  of  the  diseases  being  nainly  duo  to 
the  froc  Intercourse  which  has  been  permitted  betwixt  infected 
and  non-inf oo tod  houses. 

I  caused  a  hand-bill  to  bo  distributed  in  the  village  and 
neighbourhood  calling  attention  to  tills  fact  and  reconmending 
certain  precautions  to  be  ta&on  with  a  view  to  check  the  spread 

of  toe  diseases. 
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All  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  both  in  Turton  and  in  Belmont 
were  isolated  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  each  otner,  and 
were  not  due  to  any  common  cause,  tile  origin  being  in  the 
majority  of  the  cases  due  to  defective  closets,  percolation  of 
sewage  and  defective  drains. 

All  these  insanitary  conditions  have  been  notified  to  the 
owners  and  have  been  or  are  being  attended  to. 

'The  only  cases  of  death  from  infectious  diseases  were  - 
two  from  Scarlatina,  one  from  Diphtheria,  one  from  Enteric  Fever, 

and  one  from  Heasles. 

The  means  of  checking  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  at 
our  dis?x>sal  are  home  isolation,  which  at  best  is  very  imperfect, 
fumigation  and  stoving  of  premises  and  clothing.  ie  question 
of  hospital  accommodation  has  been  engaging  your  serious 
consideration  and  measures  are  being  taken  to  obtain  beds  for 
infectious  cases  in  a  neighbouring  Infectious  Hospital. 

The  water  supply  of  the  several  parts  of  your  district  is 
adequate  and  on  the  whole  fairly  good  and  wholesome. 

The  major  portion  of  the  district  is  efficiently  sewered 
and  is  working  satisfactorily  in  those  parts  which  are  already 
connected  with  the  system.  Pending  the  completion  of  the 
sewage  works  at  Bradshaw,  the  Harwood  Edgworth  and  Bradshaw 
portions  of  your  district  are  still  unconnected. 

I  have  made  systematic  inspections  of  your  whole  district 
during  the  year  and  have  notified  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
several  insanitary  conditions  requiring  attention;  and  in  all 
instances  prompt  action  has  been  taken*  The  principal  insanitary 
conditions  which  exist  in  your  recently  added  areas  are  in 
connection  with  closet  accommodation  and  the  disposal  of  refuse 
and  excreta.  Along  with  your  Inspector  of  nuisances  I  am 
engaged  in  making  a  house  to  house  visitation  of  these  areas  and 
hope  to  be  able  to  effect  considerable  and  much  needed  sanitary 
improvements. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  in  respect  cf  Slaughter 
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"IThftt  they  have  boon  Kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  ” 
And  in  respect  of  Jj&irias  anti  Cowsheds: 

"Shat  they  tiave  been  visited  and  foimd  to  be  fairly 
"satisfactory,  to  .inva  been  periodically  limewaaliod  and 
"properly  cleansed. 

"During  tie  year  considerable  structural  improvement 
'ti&3  been  effected  in  several  farass,  both  in  the-  Cowsheds 
"and  in  the  dairies.  In  sod-  of  the  cowshed*  however 
"the  air  space  averages  little  more  than  300  cubic  feet  per 

"animal. " 

'.'■.i-j  following  is  a  mmmary  of  tie  sanitary  work  _  erfened 


during  the  year. 

I  Tui nances  notified  and  abated  £3 

"  Still  under  notice  8 

"  unabated  1 

"  notified  for  legal  action  4 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  2 

Privies  and  Ashpits  rebuilt  19 

Waste  water  closets  erected  19 

House  a  disinfected  after  infectious 

diseases  9 

Ashpits  emptied.  998 


I  append  tabulated  statements  A  and  B  relating  to  the 
'aortal ity  a nd  sickness  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  hb-nson,  .  .  • 

Lee.  Sanitary  Science  -  Jniv.  :  ur.-w.i. 
U&d*  Officer  of  Health. 


January  11th,  1899 


